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& ffer first be ing introduced to the arhists dealing with the decades long conflict m
Lebanon after seeing Walid Raad’s Lef's be Honest fhe Weather Helped at WolvIs's
Codor Charf exlubibonearher this year, [ quickly learned that John Juray 15 among the
other prorninent arbists 1rvvobed 1n this global discussion. In bus second solo showr at
Walter hariel Galleryin Los Angeles, entifled Unﬁﬂ'ﬂd e Could Be Heroes), which
opened Septernber 6 and rns through Cietober 25 John Juray] continnes has dialog of
dizcontent re garding the violent covl war throusgh newwu:urks 1n nontradihoral e dia,
Juray ex poses the “power plawers” in the Lebanese Cral Warthrough Uhéiifed (10 Men),
his series of porraits of top-tier cohorts, including then PLOY Chatrrnan Yasser Brafat.
The uncorrventional portraits are made fiom gunpowder screened onto rarrored stainless
steel, and scaled to the size of an offirial e mbassy portrait. The eyes of the portrits are
leftblank, revealing the rorored swrface underreath and creating the eene sensation of
lookang at oneself while looking at each piece. Leross the maingallery from the portrats
are a gerles of paintnes made on colored rarrored plexislass, wlach seer to be color
dhstractions at first, but reveal irmagery of attacks, explosions and the mins of real estate
caught mn the battles.

John Juray) lrves and works mn Brooklswn, HY . He earned bus WIFA at Bard College
Mewr ¥ork i 2005 He 15 curentlyin the “New Acqmsitions™ showrat the Smithsoman’s
Hirshhorn Wvlngenmm of Lrtin DT, He had a solo showr at Iessirao Audiello Galleryin
Mewr ¥ork Cityin the fall of 2007, Upcoring shows inelude a solo exhibition at the
LTherto Peola Gallery in Tann, [aly, operang Hoveraber 2008 and a group show at
Hathyat Karakoyin Istarbul, Tarkey; operung Cetober of 2002



